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2 SAM? 10, 6,758, 9; 10,11, 12. 


6 And when the children of Ammon fay that they flank before David, 
the children of Ammon /eént and hired the Syrians of Beth-Rehob, and the 


~ ‘Syrians of Zoba, trventy thowfand footmen, and of King Maacha a thou- 


fand men, and-ef \htob twelve thoufand footmen. 

7 And. when David heard of it , he feat loab, and all the ho/? of the 
waighty men. | | 

‘8 And the Children of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at 
the entving in of the gate :. dnd the Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, and 
Ifhtob, agd Maacah, were by them/elves in the field, 

9 when loab faw that ihe front of the battle was againf? him before and 
behind, he chofe of all the choice men of Mrael, aud put them in array againit 


the Syrians. 


10 And the ref of the people he delivered into the band of Abithai his 
brother, thet be might put them in array againfé the children of Ammon. 

ra And he (aid, If the Syrians be too flveng for me, then thou fhalt belpe 
me: butif the children of Ammon be too firowg for thee, thea 1 wik come 
and helpe thee. | | | 

12 Bee of good courage , and ict ws play the men, for our people, and 
the Cities of ou God 3 andthe Lord doe that which feemeth:bim goog. 


es bafb the King of Ammon(he who once de- 
‘@, taanded the right eyes of the Grlescstes, 
bares andto lay it as'a ‘reproach upon all 7/- 
rael, upon. condition. of Covenanring with them) is 
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OB ST New Rng lands Seaee, of 
now dead. He had been, it feemes,a friend ro David, — 
in oppofition, probably, to Sa#/ who was an enemy 
tothemboth. David looked-at the expreffions. of - 
his love, and left his heart ro him that fearched ir, 
accounting it-an office of humanity to comfort him 
concerning the death of his Father. His kindneffe is 
mifconftrued by the Princes of the children of e4m- 
moe, who detracting from the fyncere intentions of 

upright David, haften to their King and fil! bim- 
full of jealoufie and prejudice againft David, as if he 
Sa had not fent Embaffadors, but Spies ; ‘not Confor- 
ae ters, but Traytors. The young King is overthrowne- 
i inthe entrance of his government by evill Counfel- 
lars, whofe fuggeftions he receives in ftead of the 
comfort of Davzds Embafladors , which coft him 
deare. His Counfellors. were indeed his Traytors, 
not the Meffengers. Alas, how fearefully- is. the 

King mifguided in the rhrefhold of his.raigne, by» 

fuch who fhould have better advifed him ? Ir is 

well {aid of a Byfhop upon thefe words ; Happie és 
that State, where both the Connfellors are fasthfull to - 
give onely goodaduice, and the King wife te difcerna 
good advice fromevil, = bialie 3 ae 
But what doth Ha#wadoe ? He takes rhe fervants 
of David.and fhaves off che one half of their beards, 
and cuts off their garments inthe middle, and fends - 
themaway. The newesof it is brought to David, 
_ who fends totmect them; becaufe they were greatly 
afhamed, and. he. faid., ‘Tarry at Jericho untill your 
beards be growne, and then returne. 
And wien the children.of Asamon [aw that they 
darmeay weiner meee ee 
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flanke before David, they feat and hired the Syri. 


ONS, Ole By os ae 

Inthe words, there is, firft, A preparation for 
warr by the 4mmonites againft David. Secondly, 
Davids addreffing himfelfc for an encounter. 

In e4mmons preparations, there is, Firft, The 
ground of it, which was 3 decaufe they {am that they 
flanke before David. Secondly, The hyring of 
Auxiliaries outof Syria, and that at a deare rates 
viz. For a thoufand talents of filvuer, & Chron. 


19.6. 


In Davids addrefle for encounter,we have, firft, 
his fending of foa/,with all the hoft of the mighty 
men. Secondly, The fubtiltie of the Ammonztes, 
who were {0 wife as to devide their forces, and to 
leave the Syréazs to fight inthe open fields,whom 
they durft not truft at the entrance in of 
their Cities, whilethemfelves put the battatle in 
array before the gates, that fo alfo they might ( if 
need were) have opportunity to retire. Thirdly, 
The wifdome of Zo2é in ordering the battell the 
beft way, inthe firait he was in. Fourthly, a co- 
venant of mutuall affiftance between /e4b and e4- 
bifhai,as need fhould require. Fiftly, 7oa4s words 
of encouragement to Aébz{bat, yea and to himfelfe. 
Be of good courage, cS let us play the men, ee. VV hich 
are the words that I have efpecially looke at for 
rhe occafion ef this day. But fome things I hall 
briefly ob/erve inthe way totheng. 

Firft, forthe ground of Ammons preparations 
They fam that they dtd flenke before David , by es 
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fon of the abufe rhey had done to his Embaffadors) 
Whence we may obferve. Re a. 
ta) Ronse Offeruartomys | ean 
That Indignities and inhumane carriages to Em- 
bafladors of Peace, isthat which will make the B- 
nemies of GOD to finke in the noftrils of his 
People. es is Bo 
Doe not expec a parallel text for proofe, for 
fuch praGtices have bin very rare till of later yeres. 
There is‘no finne but it fiinkes inthe noftrils of 
God, but as for men, it muft be very grofle be- | 
fore it hath fo illa favour 5 and {uch are efpecially 
erofie finnes tgainft the fecond Table, as being 
committed againft the greater light. Ofthis kind 
I remember for the prefent but one more in Scrip- 
ture, and that was the bloody treachery of Simeon 
and Levi againft the Sechemites , towhomthere- 
fore their Father facod {aid, Yee have made meto 
flake among the inhabitants of the land, Gen.34. 
30. For fuch dealings are againft the light of 
blindeft nature, efpecially fuch ufage of Embafla~ 
dors, whofe name hath ever bin honourable by the 
law of Nations. i 3 
| Vier. 

Birt, This gives us to fee one fpeciall canfe why 
the Prelars in England doe this day ftinke in the 
roftrils of Gods people, yea of many fuch 2s have 
but little Religion in them, there indignities and 


abufes offered tothe Lords Embaffadors have bin - 


infiniteand intolerable. Alas! what are the ine. 
folencics of Haxwa here,totheirs 2 For firft; He 
and 


Old-England asd Irelands ferrones. (es 


iy! 
and his Ammonites never faw the tythe of that 
light that thefe have done. Ammon faw not the 
light of Ifraels nor ifraed the light of Ezgland, 
Secondly, thofe indignities done by Haman, were 
farre inferiour unto thefe.. For firfi; He enely cut 
the beards and garments of thefe Meffengers,whofe 
beardsgrew our againe at Zericho, and whofe gar- 
ments might be changed for lenger 3 whereas 
thefe have pared the Eares of the fervants of God, 
which can never grow againe and ftigmuatized the 
Faces with indelible charaéters. And therefore, 
fecondly, Haxun came not foneare tothe perfons, 
of rhofe Meflengers, for hee medled onely wirh 
' beards and garments, the cutting of of which 
fhed no blood 3; whereas thefe have offered bleo- 
dy indignities to the Lords Embaffadors. Third- 
ly, thofe Ammonitih infolencies brought upoa 
Meffengers onely a civill inconformity in hayre 


and vettments to the manners of Gods I{rzel: 


whereas the practifes of thefe men have forced a 


Spirituall conformity on Gods Minifters, to the. . 


manners of that great Stiumpet and Mother of 
whoredomes. Fourthly, Davrds meflengers were 
abufed onely in Beards and Garments 3 but thefe 
have been Convented, Sufpended, Deprived, De- 
graded, ExcGmunicated, Imprifoned, Impuiored, 
Fined, @ript of all, Exiled, and expofed to great 
extremities.. Thus the indigniries eonfidered, in 
themfelves were farre inferiour unrothefe. Third- 
ly, Harun never fioned herein againtt Conlcience, 
as thefe havedone, for he was mifguided by his 
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Princes, and fo bee knew not that the Meffengers 
were Spies : whereas the Prelats have offered 
horrible indignities to many fuch. of whofe iate- 


gritie they have themfelves firft given ample tefti- 


mony. Fourthly, Hanus did nothing obftinatly, 
for his Nobles perfwaded him 5 but with thefe, 


all the Nobte men in the land could not prevaile 


with thar e4rch. Ammonzte and his followers, to 
deale favourably with the Lords Embaffadors. 


Fiftly, If we looke upon the Meflengers, Hazuns. 
imbumanitie was offered to the meflengers of a 


morrall Prince, bute thefemen have moft dreads 
fully abufed the Embaffadors of the Prince of the 


Kings of the Earth. For the Lord hath fent his 


Meffengers to Exglazd, and one they have beaten, 


- another they have killed, athird they have ftoned 5 


or that which is as bad. Againe, the Lord hath 
fent more Servants, and they have doneto them 
likewife. Laftly, thefe were fent only to minifter 


a little comfort to 2 man who (it feemes) hadno 


great need of it 3 but thefe have been fent to 


publith the Gofpell of everlafting Peace to the 


weatied. : | 
O montters among men that thefe Prelats are, 
trained up by Tygers, whom no inceftuous of- 
fpring of Let can parallel by athoufand degrees! 
that if fact Prodigies among men doe rhis day 
ftinke in the noftrils, not of Z/raelztes onely, but 
even Ammonttes allo, wee have great caule of 
thankfulneffe, none of wonder. hate 
Secondly, This may fhew us the fad eftate 
thefe 
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Old-England azd Irelands forrowes. 72 
thefe noifome enemies of Curis and his Meflen- 
gers 5 for {eeing they are rhus unfavory, what are 
they goodfer¢ Whatufe canthere bemadeof #- [ 
unfavory Sale ? Te is neither fic, faich Chrift, for | es 
the Land, nor for the Dung-hill, lt is good, faith | 
he, for nothing, but to be caft out, and troden un- ae gg 
der foot of men, Math.5.13. Anunfavory 4m- 
mokite way be good either for the land er for rhe Ba 
dung hill. 2/024 was troden downe as ftraw for eS 
the dung-hill, 7/4. 25.10. But an unfavory Pre- aa 
late is good for neither, as being uafavorie Salt. 
The moft noifome Dung that is, 1s good enough 
forthe dung-hill; but unfavory Sale is nor, be- 
caufe itis fo farre from making barren land fruit- 
full, that ic makes frit full land barren. And {uch 
falt are che enemies of Curisrs Embaffadors,that 

_avhere-ever 2 Prelate harh been caft, the place 
(though fruitful! before) hath foone proved bar- 
ren in Religionround about him. For as they have 
no favour of life inthemfelves,they cannot endure 
either that Minifter or People that have : Oh 
what will become of them now, whom the very 
dunghill doth reje& > Who fhall lament for them 
now, faying, Ah my brother 5 or, ah Lord ; or, ah 
his glory, when they fhall be caft forth beyond the 
gates of Zerufalem ? As for other men, though ne- 
ver fo vile, or degenerous, that are flill good ¢- 
nough for the dunghills men will find fome mean 
imployment or other to put rbem to. If there be 
refufe people ina land, thou fhalt haveadrumme 
beaten up to call them together, thar they me er 
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-fent forth in fome fervice againft the enemies of — 
the land: whereas chefe want both ability and fide- 
lity for fuch a fervice. Yea, fhould they come and 


crouch for apiece of filver, or a morfell of bread, 


faying, put us into the Priefts Office, or as it is 


rendred after the Original, put us iatofomewhat — 
about the Priefthood,as muchas to fay, make Pa- 
rith Clarks of us,chat we may eat a peece of breads 


they are not fic for#t, forrhey cannot fay, dmez, 
‘tothe prayers of Gods peoplethis day. They sre 
‘not fitto occupy any roome in Charch or Common 
wealib; they arenot fit for Pulpit, or Preffe, for 


Church-government,G ounfell- Table, Parliament, 


~Tufticethip, Traffique, who have thus long traded 


onely for the mother of Whoredome, and who be- 


gin now to weepe and mourne, Gecan[ex0 man buy- 
eth their Marchandife any more, Revel, 18. 11, 


They are not then good for warre, nor peace 5 for 
Prince, nor people 5 for Church nor State: onely — 
being wifer in their Generation, then the Chil- 


dren of light, like that wicked Steward they have S 


robbed and fpoiled,and feathered their nffts, be- 
forethey were turned out of their Steward hips, 
as being confcious tothemfelves, that digge Lcan- 


not, and to bege they are afhamed. 


Thirdly, This fhould make us this diy more 
earneft wich God for Exelandshat he would purge 
the Landofthis filchs for otherwife bow noy- 
fome will chat Countrey be wherein: there arefo 
many unfavory creatures. Nor that wedefire any 
other purging ofthem, then their depofing and re- 

pentance 


- to'defend t 
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‘pentance for their horrible indignities; and :inhu- 


manities to the Embafladours of the King of 
Kings. Andthus much forrhe grounds of e4m- 
mous Preparations to mufter up Forces againit 
Dewtd sbecaule they faw, thar they flanke before 
ATR GEE. SAG PRE EN YE bate ci te 
Seeouelys we have their hiring of 4axilzarzes 
em.in their wickednefle : 7hey fext 
and byred the Syrtans of Beth-Rehob, aud the Syrs< 
aus of Loba, 6. 7% ; 4 . ‘ 
| ved \Obfervation, 


When wicked men are coine to that height of 
-finne,that they ftinck in the noftrils of Gocs peo- 


ple, they will rather dye, shen confeffe and repent 
oftheir wickednefle. 3 | yee 

We havethe like example in the Benjamites 
againft the eleven Tribes. And it is made good 
this sday in the. Prelates agzin& £7glazd. For 
wheras they fhould fave put on fackcloth on their 


Joines, and ropes upom their necks, and gone tothe 


Kirgand Parliament, fayings Yor fervarts fay, me 
pray you lee us dive; they have foodiout reb<l! toal- 
jy, and protefted agaiaft Parliamearary pr cce- 


dings. Nay, their monies have gone moft profufc- 


Jy forte hiring of Syriazs,and the maintenence of 
warres again{t the Scots, calling it, Belam Epifco- 
pale; The Bifsopswarre. It was 1900. talents of 
filver that the e4mmonttes expended to bire he’ pe 

again’ the afrae/of God, when firft they had of- 
fred chem fuch a monfirous indignity: Bur how 

many thoufand talents thes bave. susburiednane 
af | Ole 


sa 


& 


& 


"thems, we have, Firft, his fending of 10ae, with all 
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ee 


colleéted among themfelves, and their Clerpy,ang 


Popithly affeGted partie, it is nor eafie forto fay. — 


For, The Angell of the Lera hath powred eut bis vi- 
all wp on their Sun, and they have been (corched with 
great beat, and have blafphemed the name of the Lord 
which bath power over thefe Plagues-; and they bave 
not repented to givehim glory, Ruy. 16.8.9, 
~ Bur whom now doethe mmonrtes hite 2? but 
-afort of flapitious Pagans, that neither looked in- 


to the price of other mens blood, their own foules, - 
or the juftneffe of the caufe > A thoufand talents - 
have foone bought them to fight the battels of the — 
Devill againftthe Lord of Hofts, ST 


Obfervation, © Sha 
There isno caufe fowicked or deplored , but 
money will hire fome mereinarily minded to aber, 


who wil damne their foules for a little filver.And 
how many fuchthere have beenevenin the Chri- 


ftian world, the Prelates betrer know then wee. 
What forlorne creatures, Paps(ts, et theifts, Neu- 
bers; and mongrell Proteffants, bad they procured 
to fight againft che Scottz/b Nation >. When wic- 
ked men are con{ciousto the infufficiency of their 
caufe, they mufter up the greater forces, and place 
their affiance inthe arme of fleth 3 that what inno- 
cence here could not doe, three and thirty thou- 
{and Pagazs joyned to the forces of Ammon fhall. 
But thus much fhall fuffice ro be fpoken of 4m- 


mons Preparations,both their ground and helps. 


Secondly, in Davids providing to encounter 


the 


bafladors. 
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the Hoft of the mighty men, David, you fee, is 
fencible of the horrible abufesdone to his Em< 


OL fervation, 
Indignities offered to Embaffadors, redound to 
their King, whocannot be infen{ible thereof, efpe- 
cially,they being Embaffadours of Peace. 
Andthus it is with Gods as it is written, 7be 
Lord God of their Fathers [ent to them by bw meffen- 


gers, vifing up betimes, and fending , becaafe be bad 


- compafsion on hes people, and on bis dwelling place : 


hut they mocked the Mellengers of God, aud defpi- 
fedhits words, and mifufed bis Prophets, untill the 
wrath of the Lordarofe, aud there was no remedy. 
Therefore be brought upon them the King of theCal- 
dees, who/lewthe young mea with the [word inthe 


boule of their Saniiuary, and bad xo compafiton upor 


young manor mayden, old man, or him that (looped for 
age; be gave them all unto bis band, 2 Chro,36.15, 
16,17. AndnowundertheGofpells hen the 
Lord of the Vineyard (ends bis fervants tothe Huf- 
bahdmen, and the Husbandmen beat one, and kill an- 
other, and flene a third; and when bee [ends yet 
more [eruants , and they doe unto them likewsfe; 

[urely be wid miferabl deftroy thofe wicked men, and 


will let out his Vineyard to ether Hasbandmen, which 


foal render him the fraits 2a their feafon. Matth. 

21.33. Pits 
Beloved! Cwnisr is this day fenfible of all the 
abufes char have been offered by the Prelats to his 
Meffengers. How often bach he cryed from hea- 
C2 ven 
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ven, if that poore foule had not been utterly deafe) 
Laud, Laud, why perfecutelt thea me? It is bard: 
for thee tokicke againft the pricks, Oh! Currgr: 


in his Meflengers hath givehis back tothe {mi- 


ters, and his: cheeks-to them that have plucked off 
the haire 5 his beard hath beeae cut, and his gar- 
ments curtold by thefe Prelatique Cdmmoenttes. 
The Meffengers of Zefm have bin made a {pe&tacle 
tothe world, Angels, and mens: they. lave beefe 
made partakers of Chrifts {ufferings,and have fil-. 
ledup that which is behindof the afflictions of 
Chrift in their flefk; forhis bodies fake-which is 
the Church. And is Chrift fenfible,and fhtll not. 
thefe Ammonites heare of it ¢ Yess for heis now: 
awaking as out of -fleep, andlike a mighty man 
thar fhouteth by reafon of Wine, Ab! faith hee, 
iwil cafe me of mine adver[aries., and avenge mee. 
‘of-mine enemies, and. put them to perpetual [hame, 
But fo such be faid of this. 
foab now approaching with his Ferces 5 when 
loe, the Adverfaries have cunningly devided them- 
 felves, fome ftanding at the entrance of the gates 
of the Citic, the refidue inthe open field. Joab 2 - 
~ wife Generall, and prepared for difficulties, fore- 
cafteth the beft way of-encounter, and fitting 
Himfelfe co affaule the Syréaxs, leaves-the .4m- 
monitesto his brother 42ifbaz, bur with this co- 
venart of mutuall affiftance (for I muft now pue 
fusdry things togerher) If the Syrians.de too (rong 
for me, then thou {lait belp me,. but if the Childress 
of Ammon beteo firong for. thee,tbenwik.I come and 
bolpthees: = ay Obfer= ' 


“ 
ee 
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ee Obfervation, 
When Gods //rae! hath to doe with many po- 
tent, fubrill, moft wicked and de{perare enemics, 
they had need to enter into a covenant of muraull 
helpe: and affiftanctes. 00% Ge ce : 
eAbraham was confederate with Af4mve,E (chel, 


\ 


and efner, when hee was to enconnter with the 
foure Kings thathadcarryed away his. confen Lot, 


prifoner,Ge#.14.13.24» Yeasit is lawfull for us 


hereinto learneeicofanenemy 5 Forrhus the e- 


-nemies of Jfrael confederare rhemfelvcs.. Come, 


fay they, Jet uscut them off from Leing « Natisn, 
that the name of J{rael may bee nomore 12 remem- 
brance, Yea, they have confulted. together. with, 


one confent, and are confederate againft: 7/rael 5, 
the Tabernacles of Edom, andthe Zfbmaelstes, of 


(Moah,and the Hagarens, Gebal, and efmimen,and 
Aimalech, the Philéfims, with the inbabirants of 
Tyres Affarallois yoyned wirhthem, they have 
holpenithe children of Lot, Pfal. 83. 4, 5,6,7.%, 
9. And inthe daies of 4/42 it was told tne houte 
of David, faying, Syria ts confederate with Ephrac 
i, 14h 7. Boe | | . 
And this covenantirg in cafe of oppofing many, 
powerfull, cunning, wicked, defperate Enemies,is 
very reqiiifite 5. Seeing & Kingdame divided cannot 
fland, which firmely united by confede-aciews noe 
eafily vanquifhed, whenevery mins. intercfics ere 
anothers, and the fame ingagements common 


uno all. And this: e¢tzchriff knowes well: 


enovg) ;..for hee being fet forth moft. lively 
Chg | vader 


ey. 


1 New Englands Senee,of 
under the Type of eAxtiechus Epiphanes in the 
11. of Daazel, his heart is {aid to be agataft the 


boly Covenant, verf{.28, by and by hee is laidto | 
have intelligence with rhem that forfake the bely:’ 


f 


Covenant 3 yea, and to have sadiguation againft the 
holy Covenant, verf.20, And fichas doe wicked- 
ly, againfk tre Covenant, He is faid, to corrupt by 
flatertes, Verf.32. Markethefe expreffions. His 
heart is againtt the boly Covenant. His very heart 
_rifeth arrhename of Covesant, and Covenanting, 
and Coveaanters, and thofe are the moft odious 
people withbim in all the world. ‘Yea,he hath in- 
dignation againft the bely Covevant, Hee could 


teare it in histeeth$ the very gall of bitterneffe ri- - 


fech in bim at it. And with whom hath he intelli- 
gence, bur with them that forfake ir? They are 


his Counfellours,that cither fall off from the Co- | 


venant, or are learned to declaime and raile againit 
it. Andfuchas doe wickedly againft the Cove- 


want, be corrupteth by Hatteries. If there be any 


who are more malicious then others againft the 
Coverant, and the Coveranters,who will goe about 
to breake the League, to raife Armes, to hatch 


Treafons, to comfound Kingdomes, Common- | 


wealths and Parliaments, and to bring all things 
into combuftioa, thar ke may fith in troubled wa- 
ters, O thefe are his white boyes,thefe he fmoorhs 


and ftroakes, and flatters, chefe fhall have Preben= 


daries, Bifhopricks, Cardinals Caps, and great 
preferments, &c. Andno marvaile, for thefe Ce- 
venanters is the ruine of e4ntzchrift 5 for he could 

bend Giger hnereath) uiaihe As Ne a never 
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1 never have beene, if the Covenant had beene kept;! 
if his Baée/ can never be built where men keep clofe 
to Godand oneanother. et a) LA 
o Veo. | | | 
Firft, this fheweth usthe wonderfull goodnefle 
of God in foure patticulars, which fhould melt 
ourhearts thisday, = | 
Firft, in uniting the Honourable Nation of rhe 
_ Scots by Covenant againft the Prelates, in their 
Tate defence againft their Tyranny. VWhich how - 
: powerfull and fucceffefull ic was, we may eafily 
|» ‘fee, not onely by the carriage and iffue of things 
; on their parts, but alfo by the continual! atremprs 
| ofthe Prelates to have devided them. . 
| ‘Secondly, In the firme brotherly Union of 
England and Scotland, as it were of Joab and Abt- 
fais and that too,by fuch an occafion,as the Pre- 
.~ Tates hoped fhould have engaged them in blood, . 
| the one againftthe other, like Mazafleh acaint 
Ephraim, or as if 10tb-and Abs{hai fhould cur 
_ one anothers throats.. 
| Thirdly, In uniting both houfes of Parliament, 
| they having to do with fuch Ammonites and Syri- 
_ » “ans.. cis fucha knot, that the very Sword of 4/ex- 
ander, we hope, fhailnot eafily cur afunder: 
A Kingdome united into-one body, will endure - 
@ mighty fhock. Men ftanding fingle are foone 
jufled downe, moft difficulr,when they are all im- 
bodied into one... | 
Fourthly,In uniting the hearts of all the Chur- 
ches.in ths Landtoeneanother; and all of them: 
: this. s. 
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this day to our deare Countrey, in oppofing the 
common Adverfary. Por what hath England {aid 
tous oflate ? Jf ibe Papefls, Prelats, and Atheifis 
te too firoxg for us, then you {ball help us 5 and if at 
Biy time therenemy-be.too {lrang for you, wee ‘well 
belp you. O'let us all enter into. Covenant with 
| England, to liveand dyeagaint thefe Ammonites 
and Syrians. eee eee 2 
- Second!y, If fo neceflary bee a Covenant ef 
_-qmutuall affiftarce again a common Enemy, fuch 
aone asweheare of; how much more had the 7- 
yvael of God, need-toenter into Covenant with the 
Lord of Hoitts, in oppofing fuch'an -Adverfary. - 
What is 2 Politicke to a Religious Covenant? 
‘When the 1/reelites fled, and fell beforethe men | 
of Aisthe Lordgives the reafon of it unto Jofbwa, 
ofh. 7.1%. Ifvael hath finned, and they have tran{- 
greed my Covenant which I commanded them ; for 
they have taken of the aceurfed thing, @é,-VWV here 
by the way, you may fee how neercly this Cove- 
nant uniteth, chat what one doth, (which the reft — 
might with .circum{pedtion haye prevented) is_ 
imputed torhemall. The Lore will never have 
need to fay to €zpland, ortous, Ifthe Malignant 
party with their Cavaliers betco firong for mee, 
_then fhall you be!p mes but we-fhall have reed fo 
to fry to him 3 and-therefore wee had nced fee that 
we be ia covenant with him. | 


And wherea people are in Covenant withGod, 
and cleave onely to him, having caftaway whatfo- 
ever is difpleafing to him, hee enteis himfelfe 

: : prefently 
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~prefently, che General! of all their forces, leades . 
their Armies, and fights their Battails. And then. 
_ who canbee againfi us? For one fhall chafe 
a thoufand, and ten, ten thoufand; becaufe cheir 
Rock will not fell them, northe Lord fhut them 
up. And fo much for the Covenant of mutuall 
ai Mantes x sis ogi Sali * 
Weare now come to Jeats words of Encou- 
ragement : wherein we haves Firft, an Exhorta- 
tion: Secondly, a‘ Refignation., An exhortation 
tobe Valiant in fighting the Lords Battels ; and 
a Refignation of their wills into the Lords hands. 
_-Birft, of the Exhortation.. Be of good courage, 
and let us play the men for eur people,c> for the Cxtzes 
of our God. And here we may obferve the grounds 
of their encouragement, 7%. They wereto fight 
for allthat they had, or were; God, and their 
-Countrey ; Church, and Stare; foules and bo- 
dies 3 their owne, and others. | | 
er OT Se Olfervation, habe waa aaa * 
“When Religionand Policié, Church and Com- 
‘mon-wealth lye at ftake, Gods.-people had need 
to encourage themfelves, and one another... . 
_ ‘Therefore we fhall finde, that when the people 
of God were to goto battell againft his enemies, 
“both the Lords, rhe Priefts, and the Officers, did 
“(e4/) give them encouragement, Deut, 20. 1,2, 
354, 556758; 9. The place is pregnant to this 
“purpofe, and worthy .our reading. Excellent are 
thewords of Nehemzah tothis point, Ne3. 4.14. 
He faidto the Nobles and. Rulers, and the reft of 
| the 
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elie people; Bee uot afraid of jour Enemies s rec 


reember the Lord which is great and terrible, ard — 


fight for your Brethren, your Sonnes, and your 
Daughters, your Wives and your Houfes.. They 
were to fizhr forthe Lordy whofe caufe-was then 
in hand; and for the Common-wealth, and each 


mans private interefles ; therefore faith he, Be nos 


afratdof your Esemies, OEE 
Firft, this fheweth us, how dire@-a way ic hath’ 
pleafed the Lord herein to guide both Houfes of: 


Parhamentto walke in, vzz.. Away ofundaunted. 


courage and refolurion, as fchey fhould fay to one. 
nother, asoncethofe Trojaxs, The onely way to. 
fafety to the Conquered, is to turne defperate. 
Some may-thinke they tranfgreffe their limits 3-. 


No, for how can rhey take leffe courage to them- 


felves, who being befet behind and before with Sy- 
viansand Ammenttes, are to bettirre themfelves.. 
for their people, and the Cities of their God. God 
and Exgland,and every Shire and Citie in Exgland, 
doe this-day cry-our uctorhem, faying , Bee ftrozg 


and of agood courage, be not afraid, neither Le dif 


mayed 3 for the Lord your God with you whsibere . 


foever you goe, Therefore. let us not onely have - 


high thoughts of chem, and fuch as are alwayes.. 
Honourable, but magnifie the Lord who hath put: 

fuch refolurions into thea. . ' : 
Secondly, ler chefe words of Joab found in cur - 
earesthis day. Be of good courage, and let us play - 
the men for eur people, and for the Cities of eur God. . 
2 | Scat Beloved ! ' 
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Beloved! I cannot bur look upon the Churches:in 
this Land this day, as upon fo many feverall Regi- 
ments,or bands of Souidiers lying in ambuth here 
under the fearn and brufhet of the Wildernes, tke 
the lyers in wait befide @zeah,againft the wretch- 
edrebellious Bezjamztes. 1 know wee are little 
dreamt of atthis time in any part of Chriften- 
dome, our weapons being as invifible ro the eye 
of flefh, as our perfons arero all the world. So 
much the better 5 we thall fight chis day with the 
greater fafery to our feives, and danger to our ene- 
mies; amoug whom, I am confident inthe Lord, 
thoufands fhail fall, and never know who hure 
them. WVe arrogate nothing te our felves 5 for 
-it the weaporis of our warfare are mighty,it 15 not 
throughus, butchrough God. Bur if the. //rael 
of God would have thoughtofa way of quickett 
difcomfitureto the adverfary, what courfe could 
- they have taken better, then to have divided their 
Forces, and to have fent fome to lye in wait inthe 
wildernefle, to come upon the backs of Gods Ene- 
mies with deidly Faftings and Prayer, murche- 
rers that wili kill poinr blanke from one end of 
the wor!dtothe other. Herethen is our ftstion, 
therefore Ze we of. good courage, and let us play the 
men at this t:me 3 and fir, For our God. For he 
is ours, Beloved, and wetruft he is Ezglands : and 
fhallwe {ee our felves bereft of him ? Can the 
1{vael of Ged endure to fee Idols and Idolorhtres 
to ftand in his place, and Dagon tobee exalted a- 
bove the Arke 2 If 1frael be robbed of their God, 

D 2 what 
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what have they more ? VVhat are the people, or - 

Cities, if they bee not the people and Cities of 

our God'? They. areeven like the world wichout | 

‘the Sun. God therefore and Religion lic at fakes. 

and therefore Jett play the.men,- 

_ Firft, ‘Gods worfhip lyeth engaged: all the 
pureand unmixt Ordinancesof Curisr Jzsus 
call for helpethis day. The Word of God lifteth . 

-uputs: voice this day unto us, like a.banifhed Vir- - 

"gines O-how have been abufed by the-corrupt.. 

‘Gloffes of thefe moderne Pharzfees >, How have 

the Scriptures beene wrefted ? The Word pro- 

phaned in Pulpits? Chrift fought againft,with the 
word of his owne mouth ? Doérines of Devils | 
maintained with pretence of Scripture?The Mef- - 
fengers of Chrift -perfecuted and hunted like Par- 

triges upon the Mountaines 3. for holding forth 
the Word ‘in his native luftre 2 O-deliver the 

Word of God out of this Captivity ! The Seales ~ 

of righteoufneflecry alowd.tous.thisday ; They | 

crave redu@ion to the rules of the Gofpell. Eve-. 
ry Ordinance pleads for vindication, travelling in | 
paine under the captivity of beggarly Rudiments. » 

O, fay they, we have been dealt forth thefe many 

fcores of yeares under Gofpell-light, in fuch ful- 

fome formes, that menabhorre theofferings of the 

Lord; Oh! The Whoore hath quaffed, and made 

~ herfelfe drunke with her Pandors, and Paramours, 

and with her cunning and uncleane Merchants, .27 

she velfell of the Lords Sankuary.: . 


Beloved ! Letushold; and heare no more of 
, | thele . 
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-thefe fad complaints ; for who can have pitic, and 


patience too? Havewetheblood of Proreftants 


 ga-us-¢ Doth the {piri of J2s us runne in our 


veines 21t is enough: We cannot want cozrage,nor 
but p/ay. the men for God and pure Religion. And 
if any people under the Sunne,who more then we, 
whom the gracious hand of heaven. hath afferted 
from that {pirituall bondage,under which we once 


did groane ? It isatruth,we faw but litle in com- 


parifon of what now we doe, when we left our Na- 
tivehomess as much it isnot that yet we fee, tho, 


bleffed be the Lord for what we doe. But isthere 


any people inthe world who have tafted more of 


_ the {weet of God, and Chrift,and Ordinances,then 
~weinthis Cand have done? Dae any know the 


price of God and Chrift, more then wee here 2-1 


_befeech you inthe Lord; Confider, and let the {pi- 

ritof Chriff rife in you at this inftanr, and wreftle 
— and ftrive this day in Prayer 5 let us loofe a joyne 
with 7acod, bur wewill be Jfraelztes this day. Let 


us play the mem accerding to the knowledye, fence 


- and experiencethat we have of God and Chrift. © 


Let us halt to our dying day, but we will returoe 
laden with the fooiles of Rebels. .- 7 
Secondly, as Gods worthip lieth ingaged, fo 


by'confequence his Name 3 And what faith Jofbua 


to God upon the day of affi@ing his foule ¢ What 
Shall be done to thy great. Name? Whenthe Mini- 


- fters of the Lord were toweep between the Porch 
_and the Altarupon the day of rheir fafting, they 
more to fay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
8. ee ee | thine. 


2, 
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thine heritage toreproach, that the heather fhould 
rule over them 3 wherefore fhould they fay among 
the people, Where w their God? Then wiil the 
Lord be jealous for his Land,and pitty bis peop!e, 
as it followeth. And fhall not rhis argument then 
move us, which ever prevailed with che Lord ? 
CMofes, Folbaa, the Priefts, no fooner urge Goda 
glory, bur che Lord anfwereth them. . 

Oh! bow then hath Gods honour been Jayd in 
the duft by thofe Prel.tes,who now with rheir ho- 
nours begin to lyethere rhemfelves 2? What in- 
fultings have they ufed ? What triumphes bave 
they often led ? And as if they had bound ong: 
Chrift like Sampfon, and put bimto grind inthe 
Prifon-houfe (asin fome fence they have.) Oh-= 
how haverhefe Lords ofthe Phéliftims gathered 
themfelves together to offer facrifice to their Da- 
gon, to burne Incenfeto their Drag, totheir pow- 
ef, their Policies, Prelacies, Confederacies, Con- 
jurations, Superftitions, and fo rejoyce ? Saying, 
Our God hath delivered Chrift our enemy txto our 
hand, the deftroyer of our Prelacies, who flew q 
many of us. - | pos 

And thus,could they but. get rhe day again,they ~ 
would fay, and Dagex fhould up as high, and 
Curtis be tbrowne downeas low, 2s ever. And 
can we endure fo muchas the thought of ir? The 
Lord forbid. oO let 2s play the men for our God, 
and our Chrift, whofe glory is more worth then 
ten thoufand worlds of foules. O let us fet to it 
this day with all-ourroarages let every veine,and 

joyat; 


joynt, and !iaibe, and affection in us, pray this 
days O Lord God, remember thine honour, wee pray 


thee, and jirengthen us, we pray thee, that we may ence 


be avenged an thefe Phatiftims agatnft thesr Lords 3 


for our two eyes, Yea,as Sampfon{aid, Let me dye 


with the Philiftims: So,let us dye with thefe Phi- 
diflims, if needwere. Letus kill our felves with 
fatting and prayer, to deftroy them, and to pull 
downethe Temp'e of their Dagoz, all the fabrick 
_of the Hyrarch/e, upon the heads of thefe fuperfti- 
ous Prelates.. | 

Thirdly, Let us confider how inglorious a Na- 
tion is without God. when the Arke was captrva- 


ted, the glory was departed from Ifrael, The Ark - 


was the teftimony of Gods prefence 5 fo that 


when God doth nor teftific his preferce with a 


People, they are without glory. If the World bee 


beaucified by the prefence of the Sun, and fo great 
glory attend the Court where the King is refident: > 
How doth the fp cil prefemce of the Prince of the. 
Kings of the earth,beaurificthat Land where it is? - 


Yea, there isnot onely .a fpirituall glory, vifible 
onely toa fpirituall eye, refulting from the {pz- 


cia!) prefenceof the Lord among a people 3 but: 


glfo an externall, and vifible glory. When J che 


fbapbat walked-in the firft waies of his Father - 
David, andliftup bis bearr in the waies of the » 


Lords andthata great Reformation was wrought 


iathe Land,and that he had: fpread the Word all 
over hiskingdome 3 it is faid, That beehad riches « 
aad hovour in aboundancesznd The feare of the Lord ° 
fea: 
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fel upon all Kingdoms of the Lands that were round 
about [udah, fo that they made no warre agatnft le- 
hofhaphat. “Yea, the PAzliftzms and e4rabiaus 
brought him great prefents, infomuch that Jebo- 
fhaphat waxed great exceedingly, and hee built in 
Judah, Caftles, and Ciries of ftore ; and hee had 
much bufineffe in the Cifies of Jadab; and the 
men of Warre, mighty men‘of valour, were in Je- 
rufalem, Sothat’ Iu¢dab had aboundanceof éxter- 


nall glory; even the glory. of riches, and honour, . 


and power, and greatneffe, and peace, and hemage 


from forreigne States, and of great emploiments, 
and of mighty men of va'our. Wherefore, feeing 
God is come neerer to Exgland, then formerly, 


and hath ‘of late made fuch gracious tenders of 
himfelfe, and hath found better acceptance then 


_ formerly 3 O let us conclude in dayly prayer,and - 
this day efpecially, for his prefence to be continu- 


ed, and more cleerely manifefted then ever. For 


if he fhould now withdraw againe, wee are to ex- | 


pe& no glory to reft among them. You know how 
little honour hath'been vifible inthat Land of late 
yeares 5 It hath for a long time beene a Land 
of forrow,of mourning,and not of joy and rejoyce- 


ing. It hath not been called Moms, but Marah; 


it hath not beena Crowne of glory, nor-a Royall 


Diadem inthe hand of the Lord; but been termed 


forfaken and defolate. But now the day hath be~ 
sunne to dawne, yea, the Sunne feemes tobe rifen 
on it, ifit ftrike not inagaire,-and a Temps en- 
fue uponits which the Lord forbid.O why fhould 

| “Wwe 
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‘ wegive the Lord any reft, till it be called Hephz- 
bah, and Beulah, My delight ts ia hev, becaufe fhe 
is marryed to the Lord. For when once a Land 
is joyned tothe Lord, hee is married to it, and 
then his delight is in it, and hee will cloath it 
with honour and glory.. And thus much for the 
fir ground of che-Exhostation. 


Secondly, the other isthe State and Common- 
wealth, which lye ingageds our people, and eur 
Cities. Even Pelitick Priviledgesare of weighty 
confequence, and momient. But in what a way). 
both people and Cities in thac Land, have beene 
dealt with for many yeares paft, we need fay no- 

_ thing, when ir is¢learely reprefented to the view 

of the whole world in the late Remonftrance of © 
the ftateof that Kingdome. When men judge un- 
juftly, and aecepr the perfons of the: wicked, and 
rid not the peore aud needy out of the hand of the 
wicked, nor do juftice to the afflicted 3 when they 
will not know, nor underftand, but walke on in 
darkenefle ; what followeth ¢ Al the Foundats- 
ons of the Land are oat of courfe, Pfal. 82.5. The 
Heavens, Sea, and dryLand have been fhaken, and 
there hath been both a Chureh-quake, anda State- 
quake in that Land, which hath removed Founda- 
tions, and {wallowedup both people and Cities. 

For when-Foundations arenot onely fhaken, but 
out of courfe, and removed, what have people; and 
Cities to fandupon ? There is noman in fuch 2 
cafeywho can faysl ftand upon fure ground, feare 

i | E no 
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no colours, Lam able co beare out my juft a@ions? 
Forif they fhould fay, we will have reeourfe ¢o. 
our. Foundations 3 alas, they are out of Courfe,. 
they are removed; and none knowes where to find. 


them. 


foundation of an houfe undermined, the corner. 


fiones removed, and the pillars pulled downe; bur 
when whole Cities , and Townes, and Shires of | 
people, fhall be undermined, and neere blown ups. 
oh how dreadfull is it? When a People whocan 
_ lay, We are Romans, weither didwe buy our freedont, 
but are the lawful and legttimatebeires of Liberty, e 
fhall be. fcourged uncondemued s and when Cir ies” 


that were formerly Cities of Refuge,where the sf- 


Ai@ed might find faccour under municipal! Laws, 
fhhall be invaded by deftroyers. 3 what caufe have — 
mento doe as-David and his followers, when they. 
had recourfe to Z sklag, thinking to have found. 
fhelter there but loe,the Citie was burnt, and: 


their wives, and fons, a 


ad danghters taken Cap- 


tives 2: Even lift up their voices and meepe, until: 


they have nomore power.to weepe, When aman ma 


fay as David 3. Inthe way wherein J walked, they. 
prévil laid a fuare for me:-2 looked on my right 


band, and beheld, there was no man wouldkiow mee, 


refuge fatled me : this is miferable. For a man 
_thinkes himf{elfe fafe in his way, and if he be in the. 


Kings high way, hethinks much-to have a {nare 


laid for bim ; and none but Catters will way: lay. 
aman there. For Edomtoaffaule 2/raedwhen they: 


promifed . 


Beloved! It is a fearefull thing to beste bur the. 


” 
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Promifed to walke cn, only in the Kings high way ; 
‘O barbarous and inbumane! Numb,20,17,20.But 
when a man fhall be affaulted in fach a cafe, and 
‘he looks on his right hand, and on his left for help, 
and ¢an fee none, then his purfe, if not his throat is 
indangered. Surely it is uncomfortable travelling 
in {uch Countries. : | 
_ Brethren ! Liberty is more precious then life, 
inaftauch as death is the c6mon lot ofall men, but 
fervitude the portion only of men deftined to mife- 
ty. And if people be fold for bondmen,and bond- 
women, what-can countervailethe Kings damage? 
And feldome is it, chat cruelty refts fatisfied with 
bondage; but makes his progreffions to further de- 
grees of blood. When people & Cities cannot fay 
Manicrpra,but Maneipta,what remaines but death; 
as when the Ephramites could not pronounce Shié- 
boleth, but-onely Siéboleth, prefently they dyed for 
it. Ifgoods and liberty be in the power of mens 
wills, why not alfo life? There is much compri- 
zed in people and Cities, even all that is Politick; 
Occonomick, or Private, but I inftance onely in 
the preateft mifchiefe. Let us therefore ufe the 
words of Queene Hefer vnto e4hafuerm, and di« 
re&themunto God. Ifwe have found favour in 

thy fight, O Bord, and if it pleafethe K ing, let our 
dives be given us at our petition,and our people at our 
requejts for our people are fold te beé deftroyed , and 

flatne, and pert{b, = : 
Ifany fay, How are we concerned in the mife- 
ries Of other men, fo long as we are free. I fay,Te 
Bo Wipes E73 roucheth 
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toucheth us, as Lots captivity touched eA brabam, 
who muftred up his men, and took his confederats 
along withhim, Mame, Efhcol, and, Aner,and des 
_ livered him ont of bondage.And if we forbeare to 
deliver them that are drawne unto death, and rhofe 
that are ready to be flaine; if wee fay, we.kuem it 
wot, or what did it concerne us 2? He.that pondereth 
the heart confidereth tt, and hee will render untoms - 
actor ding to our workes, Prov. 24,11. 12» VWher- _ 
fore Let usplay the men for our people. and Cities. 
What though it be well with'us 2 Let wget re« 
member the afficitzons of: Jofeph 5. yea, and tke . 
words of Lofeph to. Pharaoh’s Butler 3 Thivke up- 
onme when it {hall be well with thee; and fhew kind. 
uelje, I pray thee; usto me, and make mention of mee 
unto Pharaoh, avd bring meout of this houfes For 
thus in effe& fpeaksExglandand Ireland to us this. 
day, and all the Cities in. them, ; now that it is. 
well with you, think upon.us, and fhew kindnefle 
wnrous, and make mention of us untothe God of 
heaven, that we may fully once be delivered out of 
the houfe of bondage. Op, faith fuch-and fuch a 
-Citie, thereare fo many thoufand foules in me,-_ 
who cannot.difcerne between the right hand and, 
the left.. ; 
~ ‘Bat ifit.be not well with chem, hewcan-itbee | 
well withus >? Ifthe 4zke, and J{rae/,and Iedah, 
abide in rents,and the people of God areencamped. 
in the open fields, what comfore_can.we have in. 
our houtes, food, or wives ?. What though weare 
fofarre from them in place? The needle in the. 
rf OMm= . 
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Compzrffle is never quiet till ir pointeth to the 
North,at a thoufand times greater diftance. A ffe- 
&tions touched wirh grace, ftand firme from cone 
end of the World tothe other. Nehemiah’s ‘heart 
ftoodright towards: ferufalem, when hewas in 


Perfia; and though hee was notin an humblisg 
~ Wildernefle, but-an alluring Pallace, even in 


Shufhan, yet Jerufalem came.into his minde. For 
when Hazani, and certaine-men of J4dab:came 
thither to him, he asked thenr concerning bis bre« 
thren that were left of the Captivity, and con- 


cerning Levufalem, And when they told him of 
the great affli€tion and reproach, he fate downe 


- mour-bearer againft the Phidjiems, If ever we af: 
Bea Aided. .. 


# 


and wept;and mourned many daies, and faffed and 
prayed before the God of Heaven, Neh.t.15253;&Cs 
Wherefore ler that Word of rhe Lord found of- 
ten in ourearess Yethat have efcaped the Sword,-co 
amay, land not fizls remember the Lord a farre off 
and let lerufalem come zato your minds, ler,50.5T% 


And though we have but a day, or two, whereinto - 


joyneall our Forces in the Land together, and to 
give the Adverfaries a broad fide 5 Yet let us now: 


and then make excurfions by our felves in private; . 


now that the Lord cals for help againft the Migh=: 
ry. Are we not all the Voluntaries of Tesu s, whole 


People ffiall be-willing inthe day of his power? 


neither isthere any reftraint unto the Lord, to’ 
fave by many, or-byfew 3 by whole Churches, or 
by fingle perfons.- Let us: therefore: be often ad- 
venturing by- our felves., like-Jovatban and his Ar- 
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Ali&ed our foules, let it be inthefe daiess for we ~ 
may partly underftand by Bookes the number of 
-the yeares which God will accomplith.in the de- 
folations of Jerafalem. So that, we fet our faces 
unto the Lord:'God, to feek by Prayer and Sup- 
plications, with-Fafting, Sack cloth, and A thes. 
There is at this time a great battell between Mi 
‘shael and the Drage, andthe gels. The Beaft 
-and the Kings of the earth,and their Armics have - 
Gathered themfelves togetherto make warre with 
the Lambe. Allthe Principalities, and Powers, 
and Rulers ofthe Darkneffe of the World, and 
Spirituall wickedneffes in High places, are up in 
Armes this day, and there is {carcea Devill left. 
‘behind in Hell. If-ever therefore, now Let us 
qutt our felves like men 5 the weapons of our 
Warre-fare are not Carnall, but mighty through 
‘God. Let us pray againftthem, as 4ofes againtt 
stmalek-; and Preach againft them, as the Priefts 
‘under the Law, whenthe Hoft went out egaintt 
the Enemysand fing againft thems,as 7 ehofophat and 
the men of Judah did againft Aloab, Ammon, and 
Edom 3 and live againft them, as it is written, 
‘When the Hoft goeth forth ‘againft the Enemy, then 
Reepe thee from every wicked thing. Deut, 23. 9-6 
Every Ordinance of God isa deadly murtherer. 
O let us walke and fleep inour Armour and ne- 
ver be unfutnithed of promifes touching the con- 
fufion of Baée/,and her'builders. Let the caufe of 
God affe& us deeply, andthe people and Cities 
‘of our God be alwaies in our-eyes. And let 3 
‘defo- a 


rage waited): ; 
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defolations of Chriftendome awaken us to fre- 
quent Prayers, and conftant fympathy 3 and the 
bloud of Gods people (particularly) in Ireland, 
be to us as the bloud of Grapes and Mulberies are 
to Elephanrs, to provoke them to fight. Oh thofe: 
incarnate Jv7{b Devils! leethem be often in our 
fight.. Their blafphemies, their burnings, their: 


robberies, their rapes, their roftings, cheir ftrip-_ 


pings, rippings, hangings, drownings, dif-mem- 
brings, butcheries, the very fhambles of the Devil 
ereted in Ireland, would be alwaies.in our cyes- 
and eares. And yer when we have.done all, let us’ 
referre the iffue tothe Almighty, fayings Let the- 
Lord do what feemeth bim good, The lat thing , is. 
their refigning up their: wills into the hands of~ 
GOD 3; whereof a few words, and I end. . 

Joab is not wanting inthe ufe ofall meanes to 
obtaine victory yet lookes above them, and refers» 
the.iffue to the Lord of Hofts ; teaching us 

Do&rine, 

Tonegle&no meanes of Victorie, yet to de-- 
pend upon the Lord onely for a gracious iffue. * 

For there is no trufting in our bows or fwords,. 
itis the Lord that faverh us from our enemies. Ie 
isnot the race tothe f{wift, for rhen Jo24 knew that 
his brother -Afae/ had net. dyed by the hand of .46- 


ver. Neither is it the battel to the ftrong, for then » 


he knew, that Golzah fhould never have fallen by 


the hand of David, The Horfe is prepared againft : 


the day of Battel, but. urtory w of the Lord. 


Ffee. 
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-» Firft, Letchis teach us to fecke the Lord,that. 
none of his may ever reft upon the arme of flefhy 


nor number. thepeople, as ence Daviddid. Hee 


had a-Catalogue of all the mighty men, 2 Sam, 
23. andnow too, he will havea lift.of all the 


Souldiers in his Kingdome, 2 Sam,24. Heldo-. 


lized che carnall ftrength of #/rae/, and remem- 


‘bred not the Word ofthe Lord,which faid, When 
theu takelt the famme of the chsldrea of Lfrael, af 
ter their number, then they fhal give everymiaa. 
ranfome for bis foule unto the Lord, that there bee 


wo plague among them ,-when thou numbreft theme 


Exod, 30.12. Lerus remember E7g/azd in this 
particulars Itlycth uncer great temptations. to 
this kindof Idolatry. The Union of the two Na- - 


tions, two Houfes, all (or moft) of the Shires by 


-Petitionirg for Reformation, the fetling of the 
“Warrefare of the Kingdome at Sea and Land, 
the metvellous wifdome, and undaunted refoluti- 


on of Parliament, their fuccefle in many matters, 


-theeyes of many on them, andthe applaufe rhae 


is giventhem, befides whatfoever other tempta- 


tions, and armes of flefh $ may foone folicite the 


hearts, even of the godly, much more of others, 


to carnall confidence. thatrhey may never life up - 
their eyes unto the hilles from whence commerh. 


their helpe. — - | | a0 
Stifera, “Midian, Goliab, Senacherib, Zerah, 


fall by cheir carnal! props 3 when Barak, Gedeou, 


David, Fonathaz, and e4 fa, refting upon the Lord 
r | ‘in 
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in the ule of {mall meanes,returne vidtorious. Two 
dayes weeping & fafting wasilittle enough for the 
eleven Tribes to gaine the day of Benjamin, O let 
not Gods people reft in Councell, Number,Cou- 
rage, Ammunition, but 27 the Lord of Hofts. 

Secondly, Let not‘usthen:place any afflancein 2. 
our Fafting daies,bur refer alto God when we have 
| ended them. Ifthe Devill cannot make us.convert 
our Prayers unto Idols 5. he will fee. whether hee 
Cannot convert them into Idols. 

Laftly, Let us lay our hearts this day in the 
Lords hand,as once €/i & . Hezekiah being threats 
ned, as here Joab ready for the onfet, did. The 
| People of God, both inold Ezg/andand new, have 
| waited on his providence.both by earthly and'hea- 

venly meanes. Now let the Lord doe what feemeth 
him good. If it fhall feem good to him, that Exg- 


land, Ireland, ex Scotland, {hall fuffer yet further; 
the will of the Lord bedone... What remaineth, 

but for us to magnifie Gods juftice, and to put 
our mouthes incothe duft 2.Efpeeially, (as for 
England) confidering how. long the Prelacie hath » 
fought againft Chrift; and kepe him out of his - 
 Kingdome : What bloody brazen-faced Idola- 
-- tries have bin committed there? VWWhat Atheifmes, . 
Blafphemies, Adulteries, Prodigies of pride,grin- - 
ding of faces, felling of the Poore, counrenanced 
Sabbath breakers, derifion of holineffe, fhedding 
the blood of the Saints,bave been common inthae - 
Land 3 and ina f{peciall manner, confidering the 
finnes of Gods.deare peop'e there, Deo of © 


= So 
. 
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‘his Mefferigets in their dong co 


of the Lord, fayinigs Ler bim doe what (i eemeth ham 


* doeit. And any mercy!at any? timepas > 
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go 


“uoro the power of Antichrikt, iathe Prelacy; the 


warpings and fhritkingsof fome, the fearefulnes — 
and cowardize of many (for which, for mine own 


particular, Fdefite to’ be humbled while Th live) 


the reading of thar abominable! Booke -of eutfed ~ 
jiberty, ‘contribititg to the “Superfticious Pom- | 
pouthefle of Paules, and tothe raifingof Forces — 
againtt the Scot, (a dreadful bloody-fin)reading, 


or.permitting,to bé'read; Proclamattons,ant a 


ers inthe Churchts again them. I fay, confide- 
ring all ‘this (to'mention‘ne more) thoughwe have ~ 
‘nfed what meanes we cen and thoughrehey thoald 


‘doe the like,yet Ter obr'expectations of fucceffebie 
low, let us Kumbly fibasit ‘our’ felves to the iwutl 


good. If it feem'goodto'him to'pardon the Land, 
‘© blefied be fuch gentleneffe ; If otherwifelitfeem 
‘good to him‘to corre& it; blefled bee his juftice. | 
“Whatfoever he doth, is good 3 therefore let him 


~~ ' ehough for gteat tranfgrefford. mips 
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